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dang issuances, 1919-2006, Box No. 9, “Internal Party Reports,” Hoover Institution
Archives.

Translator’s Note:

This piece of ephemera is a collection of transcribed big-character-posters from the early
period of the 1989 Tiananmen movement. Its provenance is itself interesting; propaganda
officials within the People’s Liberation Army collected the posters as teaching material, to
explain to members of the military how the movement should be understood: a
counterrevolutionary riot aimed at overthrowing the Chinese Communist Party. After the
introductory material, posters from Beijing universities are compiled. Five of those posters
are excerpted in this translation.
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These extracts are part of the reactionary big and small-character posters and leaflets that
appeared in the capital (Beijing) during the period of turmoil and riot. They reveal and speak
of [the fact that] a small group of counterrevolutionaries have deep-seated hatred towards
the Party and the socialist system. They strip the mask away from their professions of
"democracy" and "patriotism" that were flaunted ordinarily and during the initial stages of
the student movement. From these we can clearly see how these people manipulated the
student movement, fabricated chaos and counterrevolutionary riots, targeted the Party and
the government, vainly attempted to overthrow the Communist Party, and schemed to
create conflict between the Party and the People. We must take as our guide the important
speech made by Comrade Deng Xiaoping to [the leaders at the corps level and above of] the
martial law troops, clarify the origins of this struggle, [a struggle which is] essential,
protracted, and complicated.! [We must] expose the reactionary quality and various
despicable tricks of this small group of counterrevolutionaries and strive to put down the
counterrevolutionary riot, for a thorough victory.

These materials are provided for the reference of leaders at the corps level and above as
well as the propaganda departments. Please do not reproduce or transmit them externally.

General Political Department
CCP Department of Propaganda
June 23, 1989

" At the time, Deng Xiaoping (1904-1997) was China’s paramount leader, and as chairman of the Central Military Commission, the head of
the People’s Liberation Army. The introduction refers to a speech he made on June 9, 1989 to the commanders of the martial law troops.
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What We Stand For
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1) Carry Out General Elections: General elections that will produce at each level
people's legislators (similar to congressmen), government legislators (similar to
senators), and a general election that will produce a president (that will
administer various ministries as well as an army, navy, and air force), provincial
governors and mayors, etc., at the local level.

2) Implement a Parliamentary System: Revise the constitution, establish a
legislature, and execute a strict system of checks and balances among the
legislative, administrative, and judicial branches, to bring corruption and
incompetence under permanent control.

3) Recommend that the Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party
investigate the "Hu Yaobang Incident," and [in doing so] promote inter-party
democracy and openness, establishing the Party's public trust.?

4) Peking University should once again raise the great flag of democracy and
science, and walk at the vanguard of this democratic movement.

5) Vigorously propagate democracy and freedom, "Without Freedom, We Would
Rather Die," and use our mini-"representative government" to promote China's
democratic politics.

Go into action immediately!
Signed, “Wei Min”
Posted on April 16 at Peking University

2 Hu Yaobang (1915-1989) had served as General Secretary of the Chinese Communist Party. His death on April 15, 1989, sparked the
Beijing demonstrations that became the Tiananmen Movement.
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Seven Demands
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1) Correctly evaluate the achievements and errors of Hu Yaobang.

2) Completely repudiate the "Anti-Spiritual Pollution" and "Anti-Bourgeoisie
Liberalization" [campaigns], and rehabilitate the citizens who had been
persecuted during [the campaigns].?

3) Abolish the ten regulations forbidding demonstrations passed by the Beijing
People's Congress.

4) Make public the property of state leaders, as well as the salaries of their children,
and demand that state leaders lead the way in upholding transparency.

5) Abolish journalistic taboos, and allow newspapers that are run by the people
(rather than the state).

6) Increase educational expenditures, improve the status of intellectuals.

7) Correctly report on this movement, and do not retaliate against or persecute
anyone who has participated in the movement.

n on April 18, Wang Dan and others initiated a sit-in in front of the Great Hall of the
and proposed that the next day before dawn, Peking University students Yang Tao

and others would [also] present this petition again in front of Xinhua [News Agency]. On the

19th, big-character-posters containing the above-mentioned seven articles appeared at

Peking

University, with titles like "Peking University Students Persist in Their Struggle Before

the Great Hall of the People”)

3 This refer
popular cul

s to two campaigns initiated in the mid and late-1980s, to oppose the introduction of Western political ideas and Western
ture.
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A Letter to All Compatriots
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1) Abolish the Communist Party System, implement a multi-party system, with the
goal of abolishing the privileges of the Communist Party;

2) Abolish the [institution] of Party branches and the [role of] cadres in political and
ideological work, in organizations, the military, schools, and work units;

3) Abolish forbidden speech and journalist taboos, allow the people to publish their
OWN newspapers;

4) Establish a legislative system, and allow youths to participate in and discuss
politics;

5) Oppose new authority and personality cults;

6) Abolish the system of consultants, and implement a retirement system;

7) Encourage individuals to accumulate savings, and revise laws to protect private
property and reduce investment taxes;

8) Streamline departments and transfer power to lower levels;

9) Protect the interests of the broad masses, and take care with the state budget;

10) Improve the treatment of intellectuals.

“Yan Tianmu”
Posted on April 18 at Beijing Aeronautical University
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To the Many Patriotic Students: Where Does the Movement Go From Here?
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Dear Fellow Students:

Today, when China needs you the most, you have selflessly and fearlessly stood up. The
facts completely prove that your activities have gained the understanding and support of all
levels of society. Where will the movement go next? There are two paths: one is [that the
movement] will die on the vine, and China will be as it was before; the second is that it will
develop more deeply and widely, taking China towards the next step in its democratization.
The people long for the second path.

What is to be done?

Organize--only in organization is there strength, only by strengthening organization will
there be victory. You must always remember: in the face of greater interests, you should not
strive for fame or gain; you should be united and unified. You should publicly elect the most
influential universities in Beijing and around the country to be the leading force.



